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‘While fossil fuels — coal, oil, gas — still generate roughly 85 percent of the
worlds energy supply, is clearer than ever that the future belongs o renevable
Sources such as wind @solar. The move to renewables is picking up momENT:
around:fhE World: They mow account for more than half of new poWET SOUICes
goirig on life!

‘Some growth stems from a commitment by, governmerts|od farsighted
businesses to fund cleaner energy sources. But increasingly/the story is about the
plummeting prices of renewables, especially wind and Solar. The cost of solar
panels has dropped by 80 percent and the cost of wind turbines by close to
one-third in the past cight years.

In many parts of the world renewable energy is already a principal enrgy
Source. In Scotland, for example, wind turbines provide enough electricity to
power 95 percent of homes. While the rest of the world takes the lead, notably
China and Europe, the United States is also sceing a remarkable shift. In March,
for the first time, wind and solar power accounted for more than 10 percent of the
‘power generated in the WSireported the US Energy Information Administration.
President Trump has wnderlined fossil fuels — especially coa — 35 the path 10

“The question “what happens when the wind doesn't blow or the sun doesn't

shine?” has provided a quick put-down for skeptics. But a boost i the storage

capacity of batteries is making their ability to keep power flowing around the.

clock morelikely. - sk SR ANV bageteos el Bt
‘The advance is
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27. According to Paragraph 3, the use of renewable energy in’
A is progressing notably 7
B. isas extensive as in Europe
€. faces many challenges
. has proved to be impractical

28, It can be leamed that in Towa, 3
A wind is a widely used energy source
B. wind energy has replaced fossil fuels
. tech giants are investing in clean energy’

D. there is a shor lean energy supply
S of Eummmwmwmh
ication has boosted battery storage.
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)g. It is commonly used in'car manufacturing.

C. It continuous supply is becoming a reality. )‘%'br‘s e 14

D. Its sustainable exploitation will remain difficult.

30. Tt can be inferred from the last paragraph that renewable energy
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The power and ambition of the giants of the digital economy/is astonishing —
Amazon has just announced the purchase of the u grocery chain Whole
Foods for $13.5bn, but two years ago Facel even more than that to
acquire the WhatsApp messaging service, which doesn’t have any physical
product at all. What WhatsApp offered Facebook was an intricate and finely
detailed web of its users’ friendships and social lives.

Facebook promised the European commission then that it would not link
phone numbers to Facebook identities, but it broke the promise almost as soon as
the deal went through. Even without knowing what was in the messages, the
knowledge of who sent them and to whom was enormously revealing and still
could be. What political journalist, what party whip, would not want to know the
makeup of the WhatsApp groups in which Theresa May’s enemies are currently-
plotting? It may'be that the value of Whole Foods to Amazon s not so much the

460 shops it owns, but the records of which customers have purchased what.

Competition law appears to be the only way to address these imbalances/of:
power. But it is clumsy. For one thing, it is very slow comparedstd, the pace 'oF
change withinthe digitl cconomy. By he time ey





[image: image4.jpg]32. Linking phone numbers to Facebook identities may
worsen political disputes

mess up customer records

pose arisk to Facebook users

mislead the European commission

soEs

33. According to the author, competition law
A, should serve the new market powers
B.. may worsen the cconomic imbalance

A, they are not defined as customers \

B. they are not financially reliable )‘ Apr——
C.. the services are generally digital > o oaiw ewosvdo Jou,
Dt ectios s oy e G W
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